[The mentally handicapped child and his family].
Three points concerning the mentally retarded child's family and the physician's attitude towards this family are addressed. The first concerns disclosure of the handicap to the parents, which can take place only once the diagnosis is established without equivocation. Genetic counseling, or more pragmatically the reproductiveness of the handicap, is the second point. A thorough investigation of possible etiologies is warranted in all cases in order to try to answer the distressing question: "are the children to be born at risk?". An attempt at a classification based on reproductiveness is proposed. The third point is the future. Should the child remain with it's family or be placed in an institution? This decision is the parents and not the physician's. However, the physician should discuss this problem with the parents to enable them to voice their desires and their anxiety.